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https://eeac.eu/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Advisory-Councils-on-the-Environment-and-for-Sustainable-Development-II.pdf

1. Providing a long-term vision, rigorous and 
independent advice to governments and 
parliaments

2. Cooperation between scientists, policy-makers and 
citizens

3. New methodologies in which citizens conduct 
research or contribute to scientific evidence

4. More inclusive and transparent approaches to policy 
advise

5. Informing the public.

The roles of advisory councils
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18 members

(from 14 European 
countries and regions)

• Advisory bodies on SD and the Environment 
(different perspectives).

• Diverse in composition and mandates.

• Common denominators: 

1) They advise Governments and Parliaments 
at the national and subnational level.

2) Interface Science-Policy-Society

3) Created by laws / decrees

4) Independency

1992
(Rio de Janeiro)

2015
(2030 Agenda)

... 

Climate change laws

EEAC (1993)

Advisory / National councils on SD (and similar bodies)



The EEAC Network

• The EEAC is a network of national and sub-national governmental and

parliamentary advisory councils in the field of Sustainable Development, climate

change and the Environment.

• The network was established in 1993 and includes 18 advisory bodies from

14 European countries and regions.

• The EEAC network provides an operational framework for joint activities,

knowledge sharing, dialogue, informed debate and deliberation among

different stakeholders and disciplines.

• Furthermore, it seeks to bridge the gap between scientific knowledge and

policymaking and it aims to enrich the advice that individual advisory councils

can give to their governments by encouraging exchange of experience among

members.

• The EEAC aims to serve as a liaison between national / subnational councils

and the UN and EU level.

4



EEAC Network Member Councils (2021)
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Thematic focus areas

• EEAC members engage in 
exchange, knowledge building or 
cooperation on a variety of 
thematic areas of common 
interest. 

• These thematic areas are updated 
on an annual basis.

• If required, a series of thematic 
areas are brought together under 
the umbrella of an EEAC Working 
Group.

• These groups are chaired by EEAC 
members on voluntary bases and 
bring together the views of 
individual advisory bodies and 
fellow stakeholders on selected 
themes.
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https://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/the-contribution-of-national-advisory
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Website: www.eaac.eu

Twitter: @EEAC_Network

Email: secretariat@eeac.eu


